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ABSTRACT 



A study, framed by the basic research and course discussion 
questions in the Newswriting and Reporting course at the University of Iowa's 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication, asked whether rape/sexual 
assault victims should be named in the press and also examined how these 
future journalists might rewrite newsroom policy on naming names. The study 
was a 3 -year, 6 -course study of 92 reporting students; 56 were female and 36 
were male, and the majority were under the age of 30. Findings suggest that 
future journalists are already addressing the rape victim identification 
dilemmas outlined by scholars such as Helen Benedict, Jay Black, Carol 
Oukrop, and others. The study showed that students are familiar with the 
identification issues and with policy arguments both for and against 
publication of rape victim identities. They are also privy to the rape myths 
that Helen Benedict outlines in "Virgin or Vamp: How the Press Covers Sex 
Crimes." Nearly 70% of students surveyed (50% of males and 78% of females) 
said that rape victims can be identified but only if the victim asks to be 
named or consents to be named, is well known, or has been murdered. (Contains 
seven tables of data and 26 footnotes.) (NKA) 
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YOU BE THE EDITOR: A THREE-YEAR STUDY OF STUDENT- 
JOURNALISTS AND THE RAPE VICTIM IDENTIFICATION DEBATE 



“NBC News, breaking with a long-standing news media practice of not naming rape victims 
without their consent, last night broadcast the name and picture of the woman who said she 
was raped by William Kennedy Smith in Palm Beach, Fla. Senior executives at CBS, ABC, 
CNN, The Washington Post, New York Post, New York Daily News and the Palm Beach Post 
said NBC’s decision would not affect their policy of withholding the 29-year-old woman’s 
name. But The New York Times and the Fort Worth Star-Telegram chose to publish Patty 
Bowman’s name because of the NBC broadcast.” 

-- Fan Worth Star-Telegram , April 17, 1991' 

“While it is legal for us to identify survivors, we should really learn from cases like the 
William Kennedy Smith debacle. I once saw a television talk show on the subject. One of the 
guests was a woman who was victimized and then had her name mentioned in a newspaper 
story. She said that having her name put in the paper was like being raped a second time. 
Nobody even called to ask her.” 

— Female journalism student, age 20 in 1995 

“In the face of what we did in the Central Park case, the obvious conclusion was that women 
who graduate from Wellesley, have prestigious jobs (the victim was an investment banker), 
and are raped by a gang of black teen-agers will be treated fairly by the press. And women 
who have ‘below-average’ high school grades, are well known in bars and dance clubs, and 
say that they have been raped by an acquaintance from an influential family after a night of 
drinking will not. If we had any doubt about whether there is still a stigma attached to rape, it 
is gone for good. Any woman reading the Times profile now knows that to accuse a well- 
connected man of rape will invite a thorough reading not only of her own past but of her 
mother’s, and that she had better be ready to see not only her name but her drinking habits in 
print. ...” 

-- Anna Quindlen, New YoHc Times, April 21, 199 1 2 

“By printing the name of the victim along with the accused some of the stigma surrounding 
rape and sexual assault may be diminished. If the victim is allowed to hide behind the blinds 
of black and white ink as a Jane or John Doe, then it is more difficult for others in society to 
relate and feel compassion toward that person.” 

— Male journalism student, age 20 in 1995 



Journalism students have had an array of rape and sexual assault stories available to 
them to study in their reporting, editing, law, gender and ethics courses over the past 10 
years. While stories such as those on the Central Park jogger gang-rape, the Mike Tyson 
rape conviction, Patricia Bowman’s “involvement” with William Kennedy Smith, and 



1 “NRC Rroarir-acK Name of Woman Alleging Rape.” Fort Worth Star-Telegram . 17 April 1991, 14A. See 
alcr> “TV Paper Identify Alleged Rape Victim.” Dallas Morning News , 17 April 1991, 12A. 

2 As quoted in Nan Robertson’s “The Girls in the Balcony: Women, Men and The New York Times” (New 
York: Fawcett Columbine, 1992), 244. 
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